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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the paragraph starting on page 8, line 19 and ending on page 9, line 6, 
with the following amended paragraph: 

Referring to FIG 2, there is a shown a perspective view of a suture clinch 100 in 
accordance with a first embodiment of the invention, Suture clinch 100 comprises a 
first interlocking member 110 and a second interlocking member 200 that operate to 
snap together to securely lock suture extensions 50, 60 in a desired location, More 
particularly, FIG. 2 illustrates the interlocking members 1 10, 200 as the interlocking 
members are fully compressed and lacked together in a final condition, Two extensions 
of suture 50, 60 are seen to pass through the interlocking members 110, 200 from 
proximal ends 120, 220 to distal ends 140, 240 of the interlocking members 110, 200, 
respectively , The suture 50, 60 is trapped in a convoluted path and forced into portions 
of the interlocking members that prevent the suture 50, 60 from moving in any direction, 

Please replace the Abstract on page 24 with the following amended Abstract: 

Th e inv e ntion is directed to a A suture clinch that may be placed upon suture 
extensions of a placed suture to securely lock the extensions in a desired location The 
clinch operates to replace a tied knot and retain the suture in a fixed relationship with 
little or no damage to the suture itself, The clinch comprises a mating pair of 
interlocking members that restrict movements of the suture. Th e int e r l ocking memb e rs 
may be pl aced upon th e suture e xt e nsions from a l ongs i d e tho suture ext e nsions and 
compr e ss e d to a f i rst condition wh e r e th e int e rlock i ng m e mb e rs may b e advanc e d, 
r e tract e d or adjust e d, and subs e qu e ntly further compress e d to a s e cond cond i tion 
wh e r e th e int e r l ocking m e mbers are fully engag e d to fully r e strict th e mov o mont of the 
sutur e , In another aspect, the clinch may be provided in a flat form, comprising a first 
component and a s e cond componont. The first and s e cond components fit tog e th e r in 
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a mat i ng r el ationship that entraps at l e ast a portion of th e sutur e b e tw ee n tractiv e fac e s 
of th e f i rst and second compon e nts, r e sp e ctive l y. Each o nd of the first and s e cond 
compon e nts may hav e a r e c e ss e d c o nt ra! port i on that i o av e s two e xt e nsions a l ong th e 
sid e s of e ach e nd of th e components. Th e e xt e ns i ons of th e s e cond component are 
subs e qu e nt l y fold e d ovor th e first compon e nt to prov i d e s e cur e e ntrapment of th e 
sutur e b e tw ee n the tract i v e fac e s of th e first and se cond components. Th e tractiv e 
faces op e rat e to e ngag e th e sutur e and ho l d i t s e cure l y in p l ac e without damag i ng or 
chal le ng i ng th e suture. Th e cl i nch may compris e of p l ast i c, m e tallic mat e rials such as 
sta i n le ss stee l or t i tan i um, or a comb i nat i on of both whore th e plastic is chos e n for its 
va l u e as an atraumat i c interfac e and th e meta l for its radiopacity o r du rability. 
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